
 
Fortuitous Union: The birth of a Liquor—by Accident! 

Background of owners and liquor brand 
 

 Jordan Morris and Turner Wathen were born and raised in Kentucky. 
Jordan works as an Intellectual Property attorney for a tech company in Portland, 
Ore., and freelances as a whiskey writer. He has a background in patent 
development and trademarks. Turner Wathen is a member of prestigious 
bourbon family, which has been in the bourbon business for eight generations. 
He currently works in the legal services business.  
 Both Jordan and Turner have been whiskey enthusiasts for several years, 
and knew they wanted to launch their own liquor brand for more than a decade. 
Now, the time is finally here.  
 The wine and spirits market is inundated with bourbon. Therefore, they 
thought they should create something unique, yet rising in popularity. That's 
when the idea of Kentucky bourbon barrel-aged rum came to mind.  
 When Jordan and Turner saved enough money and received backing from 
a few investors, including the owner of two popular Louisville whiskey bars, they 
imported rum from Trinidad. The rum was sent to a warehouse in Louisville 
where it was aged for 6 months in used Kentucky straight bourbon barrels. The 
final product was to be called Rolling Fork Rum, named for a river in Kentucky 
along which a historic distillery once sat.  

However, when the warehouse employees moved the rum from the 
bourbon barrels to a holding tank, they didn't realize the tank contained rye 
whiskey. After some initial panic, Turner and Jordan tasted the rum, which had 
been inadvertently mixed with 5-year-old rye whiskey. To their surprise, this new 
concoction tasted delicious. At that point, they realized they could re-position the 
first batch of Rolling Fork Rum into something different. Thus, Fortuitous Union 
was born. 
 After a complete redesign for a completely new product—now a rum and 
rye mix—they launched Batch No.1 of Fortuitous Union (1,650 bottles total) in 
Louisville in December 2017. They recently partnered with Burke Beverages in 
Chicago to distribute Batch No.1 of Fortuitous Union to bars and retailers 
throughout Chicago. Chicago was a natural choice because of its close proximity 
to Louisville, and its high-end bar and cocktail scene.  
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